Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.011 Å; R factor = 0.079; wR factor = 0.152; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.3.
In the title complex, [Ni(C 11 H 16 N 3 O)]ClÁ2H 2 O, the Ni II ion is coordinated within a distorted square-planar environment. In the crystal, intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁCl, N-HÁ Á ÁO, O-HÁ Á ÁO, O-HÁ Á ÁCl and weak C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the components into a two-dimensional network parallel to (001). 
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Bruker SMART APEX I CCD areadetector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
The Schiff base ligand 2-((2-(2-aminoethylamino)ethylimino)methyl)phenol has often been used in the synthesis of metalorganic complexes (Chen & Wang, 2006 , Cusmano Priolo et al., 1983 , Kratochvíl et al., 1989 , Kratochvíl et al.,1991 , Loub et al., 1990 , Loub et al., 1989 , Podlahová et al., 1988 , Rotondo et al., 1983 , Zhang et al., 2006 , Zhu et al.,2004 , Liu et al., 2004 . In this paper, we report the title mononuclear metal complex (I).
In (I), the asymmetric unit consists of a coordination cation, one uncoordinated Cl -anion and two solvent water molecules ( Fig.1 ). The Ni II ion is in a distorted square-planar coordination environmemt with atom Ni1 atom 0.058Å from the plane formed by N1/N2/N3/O1. The Ni-N/O bond lengths are comparable to previously published analogs (Loub et al., 1989 , Podlahová et al., 1988 .
The crystal structure is stabilized by intermolecular hydrogen bonds (Table 1) , forming a two-dimensional network parallel to the (001) Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1/2, y−1/2, −z+1/2; (ii) −x+3/2, y−1/2, −z+1/2; (iii) −x+1/2, y+1/2, −z+1/2.
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